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Montréal, November 16th, 2021       By Email  

 

SOUS TOUTES RÉSERVES / WITHOUT PREJUDICE 

 

Leonid Schneider 

leonid.schneider@gmail.com  

C.C.: david.ragsdale@mcgill.ca     

         christopher.manfredi@mcgill.ca  

         marina.picciotto@yale.edu  

         JN_EIC@sfn.org    

         curtis_harris@nih.gov 

 

Subject : McGill 
N/ : SZYMOS-20530 

 
Mr. Schneider, 
 
We have been mandated by our clients Professor Moshe Szyf and Professor Michael 
Meaney to write to you regarding your defamatory actions in relation to their studies in 
your recent communication with the journals. 
 
Our clients have informed us of the false accusations you communicated to the McGill 
investigation Committee and scientific journals, alleging that our clients falsified data for 
their study.  
 
Your allegations are untrue and have severely damaged our client’s reputations. Our 
clients have had to defend themselves against said accusations, and they have provided 
both the Committee and scientific journals with scientifically valid quantitative analyses 
providing irrefutable evidence for differences in their images.  
 
You have now chosen to continue to ignore their analyses and have never provided any 
scientific arguments for rejecting them. One can only assume that your actions are in the 
upmost bad faith and motivated by destroying our clients’ reputations. You have been 
cooperating with the McGill research integrity Office to advance your goals, and McGill is 
also at fault for pursuing their pointless and harmful investigations. 
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Our clients have approached those scientific journals where the study was published on 
their own initiative and shared with them your complaint. The journals  have been 
provided with highly detailed scientifically valid refutation of the allegations; the same 
rebuttal document that has been provided to McGill Investigation Committee.  
 
Both highly reputable journals Carcinogenesis and Journal of Neuroscience carefully 
examined the complaint, and the Journal of Neuroscience examined the raw data as well 
and accepted without reservation the explanations that our clients provided them with.  
 
You are also aware that the response of our clients to your complaints was published in 
Pubpeer, where the original complaint was published.  
 
The damages our clients have suffered as a result of your faults are substantial. You 
continued to destroy our clients’ reputations throughout McGill’s investigation procedure. 
which ultimately led to McGill’s  finding of duplication.  Our clients very clearly showed 
McGill all the raw data and showed that the data was absolutely consistent with the 
representation in the paper and answered every question to defend their work. 
 
Both of our clients are eminent Quebec scientists whose reputations are at stake, and 
you are well-known for damaging the reputations of scientists by claiming that they falsify 
data.  
 
We demand that you publicly apologize to our clients and retract all your statements within 
one week from today. Failure to do so will result in our taking an action in both public and 
private law, against you and McGill University. 
 
We also demand that you cease defaming our clients. Such communications will increase 
our damages tenfold and will put you at peril. 
 
Regards,  
 
GREY CASGRAIN s.e.n.c. 

 
  
Julius Grey/VP 
GREY CASGRAIN s.e.n.c. 
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